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that the Government regulation of insurance in Germany is simple 
and effective, the complete supervision of the companies being 
obtained at a minimum of interference and expense. 

From this he proceeds to consider the taxation of life insurance 
interests, which he holds to be a tax upon thrift and contrary to 
public policy. The annual taxes on life insurance in the United 
States exceed $12,000,000, and to tax the class of people who by 
insuring their lives benefit those who are to live after them is 
"a tax upon a tax, and consequently barbarism." The tax is 
increasing, being now, in proportion to premiumi, three times what 
it was fifty years ago. Mir. Hoffman looks at it from every point of 
view, and condemns it. 

His eighth chapter deals with the English Assurance Companies 
Act of 1909, which he considers as in many respects an innovation, 
and as being an incomplete piece of legislationi, some of its provisions 
having received only a hurried consideration during the closing 
stages of the session of Parliament in that year. 

The final chapter deals with the law of average, and is intended 
to emphasize the importance of general statistical results as a basis 
for conduct in the everyday affairs of life, but not as a scientific 
outline of the mathematical or statistical theory. For this the 
author refers his readers to the treatises of Mr. T. E. Young, 
Mr. Bowley and others. Every chapter of the book is supplemented 
by a full bibliography, which cannot fail to increase its usefulness 
to the student, to whom we commend it as a thorough piece of good 
work, fully carrying out the intentions of the author in undertaking 
it, and likely to be of great value to the classes for whom it is 
specially intended, as well as to the great body of insured people, 
who will find much to interest them in it. E.B. 

6.-The living wage of women workers: a study of incomes 
and expenditures -of 450 women workers in thle city of Boston. By 
Louise Marion Bosworth. Edited, with ani introduction, by 
F. Spencer Baldwin, Ph.D. Supplement to the Annals of the 
American Academy of Political and Social Science. 90 pp., 8vo. 
Philadelphia, 191 1. 

" In general, the investigator has been surprised by the accuracy 
and detail with which women, especially those on low wages, are 
able to recall their earnings and expenditures. In some cases the 
recollection has been very complete . . . Doubtless the statements 
of expenditures on some of the schedules are only approximate. 
Inaccuracies, however, probably occur chiefly under the headings of 
miscellaneous expenditures." 

Miss Bosworth herself interviewed 200 of the workers represented 
on the schedules, and her report is full of illuminating information 
to the English student. "Here (i.e., in the dining rooms of the 
larger ' homes' for working women) board is $3 per week for girls not 
rooming in the house, as well as for inmates. Single meals may be 
had separately at any time at a cost of 15 cents. each for breakfast 
and lunch and 25 cents. for dinner." The recommendations of these 
dining rooms " seemed to indicate standards of living very much to 
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be deplored, since they allow satisfaction with such food in such 
surroundings." "Only 8o of the total of I91 rooms reported are 
furnace heated; I 7 are warmed by coal stoves, 8 by oil stoves, 86 
have no heat whatever." " The average cost of clothing varies only 
between $i and $2 a week approximately." 

The frequent generalisation on a statistical basis not fitted for 
the purpose, however, calls for detailed criticism. " The number of 
schedules giving returns for clothing, which was about the average 
number in the different divisions of the investigation, was 399," 
distributed as follows:- 

Occupations. Wage groups. 

Professional ................. 37 $3 and under $6 ........... 51 
Clerical ................. 143 $6 ,, $9 ............ 185 
Sales ........ ......... 49 $9 ,, $12 ........ 102 
Factory . . .... 88 $12 ,, $15 36 
Waitresses . . ... 64 $15 and over 25 
Kitchen ................. 18 

The returns are tabulated under these two headings without 
any indications of the numbers to which each sub-division relates, 
although it is clear from the passage quoted that they do not refer 
to 450 persons throughout. Although several of the workers lived 
at home their returns are niot tabulated separately and no indication 
is given of their numbers in any group. " Waitresses and kitchen 
workers appear to spend a larger amount for regular meals than do 
sales and factory girls. But it should be noted that the figures of 
food expenditures for these classes are only estimates; meals included 
in wages are reckoned at the rate of $3 per week for three meals." 
"The presence of kitchen workers in the class paying the higher 
rent seems strange. The explanation is found in the fact that most 
kitchen workers are not young girls; they are usually middle aged 
women, and a large percentage of them have others dependent on 
them." 

On p. 49 we are told that the personal standards of the sales girls 
are " evidently influenced by the attractive goods which they often 
deal in, for their percentage of expenditure for rent is extremely 
high-22-3 per cent., or almost one-fourth of their income." But 
on p. 52 we find that "the clerical division shows only 13 out of 62 
reporting no room-mate, 30 share their room with one, I9 share 
with two or more. Sales girls in this respect apparently preserve 
a much more adequate standard. 31 out of 52 report a room to 
themselves." 

None of these disturbing factors are made clear in the summary 
tables. 

If the returns classified according to wages actually earned were 
sub-divided into groups separating those living as members of 
families, those living alone, anld those living with one or more 
companions, the results of this painstaking inquiry would form 
a very solid contribution to the literature of this subject. C.E.O. 
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